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	 Introduction	 Don Rongione, Bollman Hat Company		

	 Memorial	 Ryan Seth, Hats in the Belfry 

	 Past Presidents	 Ryan Seth, Hats in the Belfry 

	 Toastmaster	 Don Rongione, Bollman Hat Company 

	 Retailer of the Year  	 Award	 Presented by Ed Donegan of Hatco, Inc. to		
		  Shawn Ferry, Byrnie Utz Hats 

	 Ben Rosenthal 	  	 Award	 Introduced by Bob Broner, Broner Inc. 
		  Presented by Gary Rosenthal, Hatco, Inc. to  
		  David Broner, Broner Inc. 

	 David Lieberman  	 Award	 Presented by Teresa Gardner,  
          		  Founder, San Diego Hat Co. to  
 		  Courtney Bush, President, San Diego Hat Co.  

	President ’s Address	 Courtney Bush 

	 Special Honor	 Presented by Dawn Duncan,  
		  Executive Director of FIT Foundation to 
		  Mr. S.H. Baik, Chairman, Young An Hat Company 
		  Mr. S.S. Baik, accepting the award on his behalf 

	 Closing	 Courtney Bush

Program
4:30 pm  Business Meeting   F   6:00 pm  Cocktails

7:00 pm  Awards   F   8:00 pm  Dinner 

March 18, 2012 �  
	 Mark your calendar for  
	 The 104th Annual Dinner of The Headwear Association

March 2012
S   M   T   W   T    F    S



 Congratulations to all our Award Recipents

Highlights
Retailer of the Year

Shawn Ferry is the recently appointed President of Byrnie Utz 
Hats. He has been groomed for the last 20 years to lead the family 
business into the future. Byrnie Utz Hats, which has been in it’s 
original location in Seattle for the last 77 years, was purchased 
by Shawn’s parents, Paul and Bev Ferry, in 1990 after Paul had 
worked 15 years for the previous owners. Byrnie Utz has been 
the premier place in Seattle to buy a hat for decades. Shawn plans 
on continuing that as he moves forward and looks at the prospect 
of continuing the tradition and passing it on to his now 2 1/2 
year old son. Shawn can be reached at (206) 623-0233.

David Broner, a 3rd generation Broner Inc. owner, recently retired. 
His son Bob and daughter Stephanie now own and manage 
Broner, Inc.  David spent more than 49 years with Broner and was 
involved in every aspect of the business. He was essential to the 
success of the company through his contributions to purchasing, 
selling products, designing catalogs and direct mailings, to 
training employees in sales and customer service. Under his 
leadership, Broner Inc. expanded from specializing in gloves and 
protective gear for autoworkers, into two successful divisions: 
Broner Glove & Safety and Broner Hat & Glove.  
 
David helps small businesses and entrepreneurs become more 
successful through his work at SCORE, a nonprofit organization.  
He volunteers at Detroit Public Schools helping children with their 
math and reading skills. He is a board member of The Hebrew Free 
Loan Society and is now involved in developing a new program 
called College Student Internships.
 
He is a resident of West Bloomfield, MI., where he lives with Lily, 
his wife of 50 years. His hobbies include tennis, golf, travel and 
spending lots of time with his 7 grandchildren.

Ben Rosenthal Award

David Lieberman Award
In his role as President of San Diego Hat Co., Courtney is 
responsible for overall company performance, management of the
executive team as well as working with owners Teresa Gardner 
and Andrew Bleecher to develop long term strategy. In addition,
Courtney has embraced the role of technology officer by 
spearheading the research and implementation of a complete 
software transition in 2010. Courtney has been with the company
since 1998 and was promoted to President in 2007. Courtney 
earned a BA degree in Economics from the University of Dayton.  
Outside of the office Courtney spends time with his lovely wife 
Mary and 2 young daughters.

Shawn Ferry

David Broner

Courtney Bush



 www.theheadwearassociation.org

The Headwear Association Website

The Headwear Association website 
was developed as the cornerstone for 
this organization to communicate 
with the headwear industry. The 
goals of the website are to offer 
information, connect headwear 
resources, offer entertainment, 
promote our Annual Dinner and 
enhance awareness of headwear 
internationally. The website became 
a reality July, 2007. Currently 

posted information includes: THA history, membership information, board 
member notes, calendar of events. Also included are fashion trends, medical 
information, publicity and some fun photos of last year’s THA dinner! 

We are off to a great start but…the website needs assistance from Association 
members. This is your website! Please submit any ideas, articles, photos, 
any information to help make this a vital resource for the entire headwear 
industry. Our current website contact is Jill Hammer, email: jill@hammerink.com. 
Please include contact information (Name, company, phone #, email) on all 
submissions. We look forward to hearing from you. Keep a watch for new 
changes and updates at www.theheadwearassociation.org

  Association & Dinner Publicity   F   Jill Hammer, jill@hammerink.com

Get linked!
	 You can access associate sponsor websites by clicking their  
	 links on our home page at www.theheadwearassociation.org



 Thank You to all our Sponsors

SGA

Our organization requires generous contributions to promote public 
awareness and to grow our industry. These contributions provide us the 
opportunity to enlist the help of publicity experts to help us accomplish these 
goals. As the entire industry grows, we all benefit. To further support these 
efforts, we have asked international headwear companies to participate. 
The Headwear Association gratefully acknowledges the following 
international companies for their financial support.

Asian Sourcing

International
SPONSORSSPONSORSSPONSORS

Shanghai Gausha  
Accessories

TUNG  YICK
Hats Factory Limited

Via Pacific

Retail Silver
SPONSORSSPONSORSSPONSORS



 Thank You to all our Sponsors

This level of participation helps our organization:

	 F Our THA Website for the industry. 

	 F Staffing a dedicated publicist to help spread the word about  
	  	 our industry. 

	 F Recognizing your company as a premier headwear resource. 

	 F Providing your company’s website link on the THA website. 

	 F Most importantly, promoting headwear to retailers and the  
		  consumer in general.

You are strongly encouraged to join San Diego Hat Company®,  

Broner Inc.™, Milano Hat Company™,  Outdoor Cap®, Biltmore Hats,  
Bollman Hat Company, Wallaroo, F&M  Hat Company, Philadelphia Rapid 
Transit Headwear and Dorfman Pacific®   in supporting our association 
and the promotion of hat wearing to our retailers and the consumer. The 
cost of being an Platnium Sponsor is only $2,000 per year.  Please contact 
Mark Schaffel at email address mark.schaffel@fmhat.com. Thank you for your 
support to our mutual benefit.

Platnium
SPONSORSSPONSORSSPONSORS

In order to further our collective efforts as an association, we have created a top layer 
of support that will be known as Platnium Sponsorship.



The Headwear Association1908-2011
The oldest association in the hat trade, and in fact, the oldest of its kind in 
the world. The beginning was a chance meeting of hat men finishing their 
Spring 1907 trip at a Pittsburgh hotel. The first dinner was held at the Waldorf 
Astoria, then on 34th Street, on January 30, 1908, with 34 hat men present. 

The charter stated that the association should have no other purpose other 
than “To encourage the spirit of friendship and fraternity in the hat trade.” 
Today, in its 103rd year, The Headwear Association has been revitalized. 
Our mission today is to promote hat wearing and the headwear industry 
throughout the world and foster goodwill and fellowship among those  
engaged in the headwear industry.

Dinner
SPONSORSSPONSORSSPONSORS

The Headwear Association would like to thank our Dinner Sponsors for helping
to defer the cost of the dinner and paying for our invited guests.


